Here are the recommendations I wrote after I took the exam:

Make sure you read these: 

·         General Conditions (A-201) [VERY IMPORTANT]

·         The Owner/Contractor (A-101) 

·         Owner/Architect (B-141) 

·         Architect/Consultant (C-142). 

 
free commentaries on the two main contracts: 
http://www.aia.org/documents/pdf/A201-1997Commentary.pdf 
http://www.aia.org/documents/pdf/B141-1997Commentary.pdf 

·         Know the CSI 16 divisions and what goes where.  (Esp. 10 & 11)

·         Know what everyone's responsibilities are (in the office, on site, etc) including what documents each is responsible for (shop drawings, RFI, etc).

·         Know the "chain of command" of communication between Owner - Architect - contractor - subs - consultants - etc. 

·         Who pays for what (Permits, tests, changes, etc) 

·         A few MM questions. 

·         Instruction to Bidders

·         Project Closeout.

·         Insurance dates, 

·         Know what belongs where: in the project manual, contract documents 

Here is a list of “things” that have come up on previous exams:
· CM documents and C documents. 
· General conditions A201 
· owner / contractor A 101 
· Architect / owner  B141 
· architect Consultant agreement C141 
· Stipulated, cost plus, GMP. 
· Consultants, 
· Construction Management and 
· Supplementary etc. 
· Know these contracts in detail; general knowledge is not good enough. 
· Instruction to Bidders 
· Project Closeout. 
· Specifications 
· the CSI division names 
· who's paying for material test, or uncovering work already performed
· Administration of the contract, 
· roles of the owner, contractor and architect 
· Know about permits, 
· who pays for certificate of occupancy, 
· closeout procedure and 
· who is responsible for what, 
· what test do you use for infiltration of air in a wall, 
· where are ties used, 
· who can stop the work, 
· insurance dates, 
· know what belongs where: in the project manual, contract documents 
· ADA question about headroom under the stairs... (6'-8")
1. When you have storage off site and storage on site, when can you start billing the owner for it? 

2. When you refer to the “prime contract”, which contract are you referring to?

3. Contract time….. 

4. Who submits the notice to proceed? Owner p27-7
5. If the completion time is extended past the contract for weather, who absorbs the cost? 

6. Know who gets what insurance? P27-11
7. Fast track – during this type of deliver method, can a contractor end up making design intent decisions? 

8. The building inspector requests a test on the steel because something didn’t look right. But when the test came back, every thing was fine. Who absorbs the cost of the test?

9. You already paid the final payment. The owner moves in and sees a dent in the drywall. It was not noted on the punch list that was checked by the architect. Who pays to fix the damage?

10. If the shop drawings are wrong from the specs, who is responsible? Can the contractor be ordered to redo the work to meet the specs even if the architect had signed the shop drawings? 

11. If somebody files a lien, it is against the property, but is it also considered to be court enforced? 

12. If part of the 3rd floor fails and you need to stop work for the area that is next to it while you investigate to find out if it was a design problem, or built wrong. The contractor only gives you so many days without threatening to sue you. And you have to go past that date, what should you do? Or who will be responsible for the extra cost? Do you brief the owner about the added expense that he will incur? 

13. Know the difference between the General Requirements and the General conditions. What is in which one.

14. Know the different divisions of the specifications. 

15. Question on negotiation w/ bidding

16. If owner wants a column changed, but the contractor says no because he has no experience – what do you do? Possible answers: Advise the owner to get somebody else, force the contractor into doing it?…….

17. What would you use a list of bidders for? Or bid log. Possible answers: to aid in returning the deposits. P28-3 bid log: note the base bid amount, amounts of alternates, whether receipt of addenda was acknowledged, and other pertinent information.
18. What is an improper way of writing a note? Possible answers: referencing the sweets, referencing several pages of the specs, write “build as specified”, place a copy of the architectural detail and write “build as specified”. 

19. What things would you cover in a pre-construction conference?

20. Cost of construction, what does that include? Possible answers: you had to add the contract price with what? Price of land, price of subcontracting out the mechanical section, insurance, etc…. 

21. What is written in a field report?

22.  A pipe is penetrating a wall, which drawings note the dimensions? Possible answers: mechanical drawings, architectural drawings, structural drawings, …..

23.  A sample… p 29-2 

24. If they do site work and then they find something after they begin that they didn’t expect, who pays for the additional cost? 

25.  If already paid final payment and the contractor fail to give the mechanical manuals over, what should the architect do? Possible answers: contact the manufacturers, notify the contractor in writing… 

26. Know different symbols like the fillet weld. 

27. In the project manual, under contract forms, what belongs there. Agreement between owner and contractor, performance bond, labor and materials payment bond, and certificate of insurance. P26-2
28. Name an organization that is a testing standard ANSI, ASTM
29.  If the bid were exceeded by only 5%, would you advise the owner to not re-bid the project? This questioned listed different options for the right answer. Possible answer was modifying the drawings and charges the owner for additional services. 

30.  Additional services: p 27-6
31. If material is purchased later because there wasn’t room on site and the price goes up substantially, who picks up the cost?

32. Who is responsible for not catching a code violation?

33.  What the owner is responsible for providing to the contractor. P27-8
34.  Definition of contract time: the period from the starting date established in the agreement to the time of substantial completion, including any authorized adjustments. P27-10
35.  Mechanic liens: p27-11 

36.  Which building method requires more work either on site or off site? Possible answers: steel truss, pre cast concrete, pour in place concrete.

37.  Questions on close out procedures. 

38. Know the dimensions of a handicap accessible bathroom

39.  If a piece of wood for the floor was measured with 5% water content, and the concrete was measured with a 20% water content, what is most likely going to happen to the wood? Possible answer was the wood will expand when put in place on the concrete…..

40.  What kind of concrete test would you take if you already had the concrete poured in place? The core cylinder test pg15-7
PS:  Pay attention to permits & fees (who pays and who is responsible for obtaining

 1.what items are read out loud at a bid opening?

The name of the contractor, the base bid and the price of the alternates.

2.what is the difference between pre-construction meeting vs.
pre-bid meeting?

The pre-construction meeting happens once the contract has been awarded. It's basically the first meeting with the contractor, architect owner etc. The pre-bid is the meeting attended by all the contractor interested in bidding the job. The architect or the owner usually present the project and its particularities. It's often followed by a visit of the site.

2.what is CM and C documents? 

You mean CM as in A201/CMa? CMa means Construction Manager-adviser. A121/CMc is the standard agreement form for Construction Manager-constructor

3.what is stipulated, cost plus, GMP? 

Handbook's definitions
A stipulated sum: contract in which a specific amount is set forth as the total payment for performance of the contract. Also called a lump sum agreement.
A cost plus fee agreement: an agreement under which the contractor (in an agreement between owner and contractor) or the architect ( in an agreement between owner and architect) is reimbursed for stipulated direct or indirect costs of performance of the agreement and, in addition is paid a fee for services.
GMP (Guaranteed Maximum Price): a sum established in an agreement between owner and contractor as the maximum compensation to be paid by the owner to the contractor for performing specified work on the basis of the cost of labor and materials plus overhead expenses and profit.
4. who pays for material test, or uncovering work 
already performed? 

The owner if no defect is found underneath, the contractor is defect is found.

5.who pays for certificate of occupancy? 

This document is issued by the governing authority and it states that the building complies with applicable laws...I don't think you pay for it by that I mean it's probably included in the permit fees that the contractor pays...it's the logic continuation of the building permit ie you get a permit to get a building built and therefore have occupancy. I looked quickly through my notes and couldn't find any other answers but maybe i'm wrong. I look in more depth and I'll let you know if I find an other answer.

6.what test do you use for infiltration of air in a wall? 

 
7.where are ties used? 

In many places, it depends what kind of ties your are talking about: reinforcing ties..to tie rebars, ties for stone walls, Z type ties, metal ties, steel ties for steel stairs for example, sometimes ties can be more aesthetic than anything but usually they are used to tie something to something else? Does that answer your question?

8.what is headroom under the stairs? ADA Question.

I think it's 6'-8"

I took CD last week, and I had tons of drawings, few calculations,

ramp length, ramp ratio, column section drawing, brick mortar drawing,

concrete footing soil level, 

I should have studied Graphic Standard more.

Also, questions like drawing order, ADA elements like lavatory clearance, sink height,

ADA staircase handrail dimensions.

Jul 20th 

just got back. No questions about Life -cycle costs!

They went over the General conditions in minute detail. I did not know all the time periods ( how many days statue if limitations?.. Days GC has to file a claim,... Days Arch has to review shop drawings etc)

Have to know all 16 divisions in the correct order.

No sutainable arch questions

Avg level of difficulty was  5-6 (1 easy to 10 bieng very difficult)

Also have to know ADA ramp lenght permissible, turning radius, Lavs, W.C clearnace etc

I only had one sustainability question, one ADA dimension question, no life cycle, but 4 M/M questions.  Makes me think I should've taken M/M test first.   No acreage question, but cost analysis where you do have to convert from sq yard $$ to sq feet $$. 

An Acre equals 43.560 sq. ft. 

A Yard equals 3 linear ft. 

A sq. yard is equals 9 sq. ft

Divide the area in acres by 9 to convert it to sq. yd., then multiply by dollar amount.
